SOC 311 Syllabus 

Methods of Sociological Inquiry

Colorado State University Summer 2010
M-F 7:30-9:20  
Clark C248

Instructor: Michelle Lueck

Clark B264, 491-1619

Michelle.lueck@colostate.edu
Office hours: Mon and Thurs 9:30-11 and by appointment

Course Description:
This course provides a general overview of social science research. Students will survey the core methods of data collection and analysis to understand how social knowledge is generated. This course is meant to introduce students to the diversity of thought and approaches to sociological research.

Course Objectives:

1. Understand the logic of social science inquiry, strategies of research design, and a variety of research methods. Students will understand how social scientists conduct research including their epistemologies, design strategies, and tools used for both quantitative and qualitative research. We will cover material including research questions, data collection, data analysis, and ethical considerations.
2. Become an informed consumer of social science research. Students will understand the research process so that they can evaluate the questions, designs, and research tools used by others and be able to analyze research claims made by other researchers and the media.

3. Become critical thinkers. Learning about and understanding the research process requires development of a well reasoned argument and thorough thought process, all which contribute to the higher-order thinking involved in university study.
Required Text:

Neuman, W. Lawrence. 2006. Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. 6th Ed. Boston, MA: Pearson Education, Inc.

Other required readings will be provided on RamCT two days prior to when they will be addressed in lecture. Students are expected to read the material prior to the class session where it is listed in the calendar. 

Evaluation:

90-100 A
80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

Below 60 F

In class assignments – 30% total
3 Research critiques – 30% total
2 Popular press research – 10% total
Mid-term – 15%

Final – 15%
In-class assignments: We will be doing in-class assignments on a regular basis both in groups and individually. Each assignment will be out of 10 possible points and graded based on thoughtfulness of effort and application of course content.
Research critiques: Each student will analyze three published articles. Detailed assignment sheets and the articles will be available on RamCT 1 week prior to each critique’s due date. 
Popular press research: To further encourage informed consumption of research, each student will find and present two popular press articles that discuss social science research findings. Detailed assignment sheets and due dates by students’ last name at the end of the syllabus and on RamCT.

Tests: There will be two exams that cover the substantive content of the course. The mid-term will cover the first two weeks of class material. The final will cover the entire course. Tests will be multiple choice and short answer. Study guides will be available on RamCT 1 week prior to each test.

RamCT:

This course will rely heavily on RamCT. If you are not familiar with RamCT please see me or assistance is available in the library. Included materials are the syllabus and required outside readings. I will post any important changes to the syllabus or schedule, all outside class assignments, grades on RamCT. The grades presented in RamCT are provided for communication purposes only and do not represent an official transcript of any sort. I also prefer all email to go through RamCT so that messages are not missed or filtered as spam in my regular email. I suggest you check RamCT everyday and forward all RamCT messages to your regular email so that you are aware of any new information.
Course Policies:
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: According to the Colorado State University General Catalog, plagiarism is an act of academic dishonesty that includes submitting something written by others as your own written work, paraphrasing without proper documentation, and/or quoting without proper documentation. If you are unfamiliar with the consequences of academic dishonesty or with your rights as a student, please refer to your Student Conduct Code handbook.

Make-up Exams: Make-up exams will not be given without a legitimate, written excuse. They will be all essay, and should be taken as soon as possible after an exam is missed. If you know in advance you will be missing an exam, please make an effort to notify the instructor as soon as possible.

Late Assignments: Late assignments will receive a deduction of 5% for each weekday they are late unless a legitimate written excuse can be provided. In-class assignments cannot be made up. You must be present in class at the time of the exercise to receive credit.

Classroom Civility: Students are expected to refrain from disruptive behavior in class. You should bear in mind that different people have different thresholds for what is considered “disruptive.” In addition, you are expected to treat the instructor and your classmates with proper respect at all times. See p. 39 of the general catalogue for university policies on classroom behavior.
Extra Credit: I will not assign extra credit to individual students. However, I reserve the right to offer an extra credit assignment to the entire class. Students must be present at the time the assignment is given to be eligible for the extra credit.

Learning Disabilities: Please be aware that CSU has resources available to students with learning disabilities and students are encouraged to take advantage of those resources.  Please feel free to talk to myself or visit the following website http://rds.colostate.edu/home.aspx.  
Course Schedule:
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	14th
Intros/syllabus
	15th
-Ch. 1 & 2

-Jasso 2004 (RamCT)
	16th
-Ch. 3 & 4

-Maxim 1999 “Causality” (RamCT)
	17th
-Ch. 5 Lit review

-Ch. 6 

-Ambert 1995 (RamCT)

Press 1
	18th
-Ch. 7

Press 2

	21st
-Ch. 9

-Ch. 8 Probability sampling

-Maxim 1999 “Quasi-experiments” (RamCT)
Press 3
	22nd
-Ch. 10

-Fowler 2002 “Chapter 5” (RamCT)

Press 4

	23rd
-Ch. 11 Nonreactive intro and existing stats

-SKIM – Zahran et al. 2008 (RamCT)

Press 5

	24th
-Ch. 12

Press 6
	25th
-Ch. 12

CRITQUE 1 (Stretesky Hogan)
Press 7

	28th
MID-TERM
	29th
-Ch. 11 Content analysis

Press 1
	30th
-Ch. 13

-MacLeod 1995 “Appendix 1” (RamCT)
Press 2


	1st
-Ch. 13

-Ch. 8 “Nonprobability sampling”
-Becker 1996 (RamCT)

Press 3
	2nd
-Ch. 13

CRITIQUE 2
(Shelley Crow)

Press 4

	5th
NO CLASS
	6th
-Ch. 15

Press 5
	7th
-Ch. 5

-Fine 1996 (RamCT)

Press 6
	8th
-Ch. 14 &16

-SKIM Zelizer 2004

Press 7
	9th
FINAL

CRITQUE 3
(Peek 2005)
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